L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
Political Science 2335 FA

Politics, Society and Government in the United States
Dr. Gary Munro                    
             Fall  2008
Office:  RB 2035


              Monday and Wednesday:  11:30-1:00 p.m.
E-Mail:  gary.munro@lakeheadu.ca

                                                         RB 3026


                                                                                                                                                               Office Hours:

Monday:  9:45 – 11:30 a.m.

This course examines the politics of the United States. Political institutions including the presidency, congress, the judiciary and federalism. The 2008 election will be followed closely.

Text:  
Lowi, Ginsberg Shepsle, American Government: Power and Purpose Brief, 10th edition.

Requirements:



Mid-term Exam (October 15)………………………………… …15%
Essay (Due November 17)………………………………………..40%

Final  Exam ………………………………………………………45%
Outline
September 8    
introduction
               

Readings: Lowi ch 1,2
               
federalism and the separation of powers
          
Readings: Lowi ch 3


September 15    
Civil rights and civil liberties
               

Readings: Lowi ch 4
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September 22 

congress
               

Readings: Lowi ch 5

September 29    
The President
               

Readings: Low ch 6

October 6       

the executive branch
               

Readings: Lowi ch 7

October 15     

The Federal Courts
               

Readings: Lowi ch 8

October 20      

Public opinion and the media
               

Readings: Lowi ch 9

October 27      

elections
               

Readings: Lowi ch 10

November 3      
Political Parties
               

Readings: Lowi ch 11

November 4

Presidential election 

November 10     
interest groups
               

Readings: Lowi ch 12

November 17     
public policy
               

Readings: Lowi ch 13

November 24 

foreign policy
               

Readings: Lowi ch 14
